
Annual General Meeting – June 29, 2016  Page 1 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2015-2016 
 
Wednesday, June 29, 2016 
Sandy Hill Community Health Centre 
221 Nelson Street 
Board Room 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Chair: Anthony Pizarro 
Recorder: Cristina Coiciu 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 
The business meeting was preceded by a Meet-and-Greet reception. 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro, President of the Board for 2015-2016, welcomed staff and members of the Sandy 
Hill Community Health Centre, Inc./Centre de santé communautaire Côte-de-Sable, Inc. 
(SHCHC/CSCCS), and other interested residents of the community to the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). He acknowledged and thanked the special guests in the audience for attending the meeting. 
 
Mr. Pizarro introduced the guest speaker, Dr. Isra Levy, the Medical Officer of Health of Ottawa Public 
Health. Dr. Levy spoke about the harm reduction strategy in general, and the efforts Ottawa Public Health 
was making to support the implementation of these strategies, in particular. His address was well 
received by the audience. 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro thanked the guest speaker and offered him a token of appreciation. 
 

2015-2016 SHCHC AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH PROMOTION 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro invited Ms. Dana Mersich, Vice-President for External Issues and Chair of the Award 
Nomination Committee, to present the award for this year. Ms. Mersich explained the eligibility and award 
criteria, and the reason for the creation of the award. She informed the audience that this year two 
nominations have been received: one for Sylvie Roussel for the Good Food Box, and another one for 
Joyce Halladay for Living Tiny Canada. The External Issues Committee reviewed the applications and 
voted in favour of Sylvie Roussel, as she proves significant leadership by strengthening health knowledge 
and skills, sustains environment supportive of health and has a significant impact in the community of 
Strathcona Heights. 
 
Ms. Sylvie Roussel accepted the award and thanked SHCHC for this honour. 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro invited the audience to watch the short video clip “Strathcona Heights Winter 
Carnival”, an event planned by the Strathcona Heights Neighbourhood Circle as part of the Taking Action 
Together Project funded by United Way Ottawa and organized by SHCHC in partnership with Parent 
Resource Centre and Ottawa Community Housing. The video clip was well received by the audience. 
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BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro called the business meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1) DECLARATION OF CONFLICT:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro asked members to declare any conflict. 
No conflict was declared. 

 
2) RULES OF ORDER AND ELIGIBILITY OF VOTING MEMBERS:  

 
Mr. Pizarro indicated that the meeting would follow Robert’s Rules of Order. He informed those in 
attendance that the meeting would be conducted in both official languages. 
 
All those in attendance were reminded that, in accordance with the current corporation’s by-laws, all 
members eligible to vote were given voting cards.  
 
Copies of the agenda, annual reports, audited financial statements and draft minutes from the 2014-
2015 AGM were distributed at the meeting, in compliance with our by-law requirements for notice 
(section 12; art. 12.03). 

 
3) VERIFICATION OF QUORUM:  

 
Cristina Coiciu informed Mr. Pizarro that there was a quorum to hold the AGM. 

 
4) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro asked for a motion to approve the agenda. 
 
It was moved by D.M. and seconded by B.L. to approve the agenda as presented. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 2014-2015 AGM (JUNE 25, 2015):  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro asked for a motion to approve the Minutes of the AGM 2014-2015. 
 
It was moved by B.W. and seconded by L.G. to approve the minutes of the AGM 2014-2015, as 
presented. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
1. SANCTIONING ACTIONS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2015-2016 

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro asked for a motion to sanction the actions and decisions of the Board of 
Directors for the year 2015-2016. 
 
It was moved by F.R. and seconded by L.G. to endorse the motion, as presented. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
6) PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro presented highlights of the Board’s work over the past year, and acknowledged 
the contribution of the Staff, Management Team and Executive Director to the achievements of the 
Centre. He informed about his departure from the SHCHC Board, and thanked Board Directors about 
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their consistent hard work and commitment to the Centre and recognized all their effort in the success 
of the events that took place during his term. 
 
Mr. Francis Reardon, Boar Director and former Vice-President for External Issues, offered Mr. Pizarro 
compliments and gratitude on behalf of the Board, for his strong leadership during his tenure as 
Board President. 
 
The President’s Report for 2015-2016 was received, as presented. 

 
7) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro invited to the podium Mr. David Gibson, the Executive Director, who presented 
highlights of the Centre’s work over the past year, and acknowledged the contribution of Staff and 
Management Team to the achievements of our Centre. Mr. Gibson thanked Mr. Pizarro and the 
Board of Directors for their contribution over the past year. 
 
The Executive Director’s Report for 2015-2016 was received, as presented. 
 

8) TREASURER’S REPORT:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro invited to the podium Mr. Bob Walsh, the Acting Chair of the Finance and 
Development Committee, to present his report. Mr. Walsh informed the audience about the activity of 
the Finance and Development Committee for the past year, and provided an overview of the financial 
highlights for the year ended March 31, 2016. Copies of the complete audited financial statements for 
the fiscal year 2015-2016 were available in both official languages. 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro asked for a motion to approve the audited financial statements for 2015-2016. 
 
It was moved by B.W. and seconded by A.M. that the membership approves the audited financial 
statements of the Sandy Hill Community Health Centre, Inc./Centre de santé communautaire Côte-
de-Sable, Inc. for the year 2015-2016, as presented. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
9) AUDITOR’S REPORT:  

 
Mr. Bob Walsh invited to the podium Ms. Annie Thoms, representing Welch LLP – Chartered 
Professional Accountants, the firm which audited and prepared the statements of financial position of 
the Centre for 2015-2016. Ms. Thoms reported that, during their examination, no significant 
deficiencies in the accounting systems were found. 

 
10) APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR:  

 
Mr. Bob Walsh asked for a motion to approve the appointment of the firm Welch LLP – Chartered 
Professional Accountants as the auditors for the fiscal year 2016-2017, and approve the audit fee of 
$19,390 plus applicable taxes. 
 
It was moved by K.W. and seconded by A.M. to approve the appointment of Welch LLP – Chartered 
Professional Accountants as the auditors for the fiscal year 2016-2017, with the audit fee of $19,390 
plus applicable taxes. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
11) CHANGES TO THE CENTRE’S BY-LAWS 

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro invited Ms. Lynn Marchildon, Board Secretary, to present the proposed changes 
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to the Centre’s by-laws. Ms. Marchildon indicated that all additions and changes to the by-laws were 
in accordance with the Ontario Corporations Act and the Charities Accounting Act. The Board of 
Directors approved the recommendations at their meeting on May 18, 2016. For the by-law changes 
to be adopted, they must be approved by the member of the Corporation at the AGM.  

 

 Throughout the English version of the By-laws, the title President is replaced with Chair; there is 
no change in the French version; 

 The titles Vice-President for Internal Issues and Vice-President for External Issues are replaced 
with Vice-Chairs; 

 Paragraph 7.06 (b) is amended, as follows: 
“Two Vice-Chairs. As more specifically assigned by the board, the Vice-Chairs shall be 
responsible for strategic planning, quality improvement, performance management, risk 
management, strategic and generative organizational/policy level enquiry, advocacy priorities and 
corporate identity. The Vice-Chairs shall perform such other duties and have such other powers 
as the board may determine from time to time. If the Chair is absent or is unable or refuse to act, 
the Vice-Chairs shall, when present, preside at all meetings of the board of directors, committees 
of directors, if any, and the members.” 

 Paragraph 7.06 (c) is deleted entirely. 
 

Ms. Lynn Marchildon asked for a motion to approve the changes to the Centre’s by-laws. 
 
It was moved by B.L. and seconded by M.N. to approve the changes to the Centre’s by-laws, as 
recommended. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 

 
12) GOVERNANCE AND NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

AND ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro reviewed the role of the Nominations and Governance Committee and explained 
the Board election process. He reported that there were ten (10) individuals nominated to fill ten (10) 
positions on the Board of Directors. Six (6) individuals were seeking re-election for another 2-year 
term, and four (4) joined the Board of Directors after last year’s AGM, thus were seeking confirmation 
from the members for a 2-year term. Mr. Pizarro invited the audience to refer to their short 
biographies included in the AGM package. The Board of Directors, at their meeting on June 22, 2016, 
approved the following slate for the AGM: 

1. Brian Edward Legris: for election 
2. Lynn Marchildon: for election 
3. Dana Mersich: for election 
4. Aynsley Morris: for confirmation 
5. Marguerite Nadeau: for confirmation 
6. Francis D. Reardon: for election 
7. Sarah Stirling-Moffet: for confirmation 
8. Filip Szadurski: for election 
9. Ross Taylor: for election 
10. Kenneth Workun: for confirmation 

 
Mr. Anhony Pizarro asked for a motion to approve the Board slate, as presented. 
 
It was moved by L.G. and seconded by B.W. to approve the Board slate, as presented. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED 
 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro welcomed the returning Directors and invited all Board Members to attend a very 
brief meeting at the end of this AGM, for the elections of the officers. 
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13) OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
1. Recognition of Outgoing Board Members 

 
Ms. Lynn Marchildon acknowledged those Board Directors who resigned during 2015-2016, or 
finished their term and were not returning: Anthony Pizarro, Herb Saravanamuttoo, Louise 
Sweatman and Robert Walsh. 

 
2. Recognition of Staff for Years of Service 

 
Mr. David Gibson conducted a formal acknowledgment of the following staff members who, this 
year, turned 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years of dedicated service at the Centre: 

 

5  years of service: 

- Geri Blinick 

- Cynthia Brady 

- Gerald Dragon 

- Patricia Eakins 

- Linda Lafrance 

- Christine McKay 

- Alisha Parks 

- Geoff Robin 

- Elke Schaettgen 

- Arron Service 

- Tyler Wolchuck 

- Gloria Zhou 
 

For 10 years of service: 

- Kyra Abbott 

- Grace Chan 

- Sylvie Emond 

- Anabelle Finucan 
For 15 years of service: 

- Natacha Ducharme 

- Josée Anne Gauthier 

- Chris Osler 

- Katarina Zoric 
 

For 20 years of service: 

- Suzanne Cardinal 

- Nathalie Graveline 
For 25 years of service: 

- Louise Besner 

- John Hawkins 

- Julie Henderson 

- Lisa Schmitz 
 

 
14) ADJOURNMENT OF BUSINESS MEETING:  

 
Mr. Anthony Pizarro called for any other business items. 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by F.R. that the meeting be adjourned. 
ALL IN FAVOUR – CARRIED  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 


